
Reception Activity Ideas. 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We hope you are all staying safe and well at home. As you have been at home for a 

few weeks now, we thought we would introduce our next topic. Please continue with 

activities provided in the first sheet but here are some extra activities. Don’t forget to 

send us photographs simply by replying to the last set of observations sent out. 

 

Planting and Growing Topic. 

 

Literacy 

Start by reading Jack and the Beanstalk there is a great online version here with 

some activities:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks1-jack-and-the-

beanstalk-index/zn9hxyc  

After reading you could: Draw the characters with speech bubbles, write questions 

you would ask each of the characters, write the story (but change parts of it) or make 

wanted posters describing the characters. 

Follow on by reading Jaspers Beanstalk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AN38Y4LyDOU 

After this story you could sequence the days of the week and write down what 

Jasper did each day, this could be extended by the children writing down what they 

do each day of the week. 

The World around us. 

It would be great if you have any seeds or beans at home that the children can use 

for a growing experiment, https://gardeningforkids.co.uk/collections/growing-kits do 

some great reasonably priced sets that can be delivered. If you do happen to be able 

to pick up white flowers on a supermarket trip, placing them in separate vases and 

adding different food dyes is a great way to show how plants take in water. Online 

activity here. 

http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/plants_light_water_to_grow/eng/Introduction/

default.htm  

Twinkl also have some great growth sequencing ideas. 

 

Exploring Media and Materials 

Get out the craft materials can you use lots of different media to create a flower. 

Look at flowers in the garden, can you take out your paints and paint a picture 

looking at all the features. 

Can you use resources from the garden to make a natural art picture? 

Could you make a shoebox garden for your toys? (Google it to give a starting idea) 

Can you use play dough to make your own vase of flowers? (There are some great 

play dough recipes online and the children will enjoy making it with you) 

You could even use lego to create a garden. 
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Physical Development. 

Play the Beans game (The children know the rules) 

Scavenger Hunt, give your child a list of natural resources to find. 

Balancing along a skipping rope. 

Throwing items into a target (A washing basket is a good target) 

Making skittles (Using empty plastic bottles) 

Hopscotch. 

 

 

Mathematics – Start to introduce money to the children, start with pennies and 

counting out the correct amount. 

Introduce 2p but make sure children understand it is the same as 2 pennies. Label up 

toys and encourage children to make totals in a variety of ways. 

When counting 2p coins model touching the coin twice as you count.  

This is a good point to introduce counting in 2s to 20. 

If your child fully understands the concept of 2p you can slowly introduce 5p and 10p 

and introduce counting in 5’s and 10’s. 

You tube has some great songs for counting in 2’s 5’s and 10’s and Twinkl has a 

wealth of money resources. 

Make sure children create totals using a variety of coins. 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting (online games) 

https://nrich.maths.org/13372 (practical maths at home) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/numeracy 

Some useful websites. 

Twinkl  www.twinkl.co.uk/offer (sign up for a month’s free usage using the offer code 

CVDTWINKLHELPS) 

https://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/class-management/interactive-games/ 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ 
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